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L into our Hands with 2 ſole 
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17 view of informing your Underſtanding, 
* and helping your Devotion ; 
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A * 


you againft 1 the two Extrenies, 
tion and Tndifference. — it s judged | 


neceſſary | to appriſe you, chat What is 


. — *% 


now offered to you is only an Abridge- 
: 75 | . ER 2 N 1 2 N | 
ment of the excellent Biſhop Hoadhy's 


9 * 


Plain Account of the Norure and Eur: 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
- by + 5 | x 28 x 0 l j 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


— If the Manner in which I have cho- : 


ſen to treat this Subject, ſhould appear 


to ſome to ſtand in need of any Apo- 
logy, this is the only one J can per- 
ſuade myſelf to make: — That I have 


no Authority to add to the Words of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles upon this Sub- 


ject; nor .t0 Put any Meaning or Inter- 
pretation upon thoſe Words, but what 


is agreeable to "the common Rules of 
Speaking, in like Caſes, and to the de- 
clared Deſign of the Infticution itſelf : 


Nay, chat it would be, in me, a ſinful | 
| Preſumption to amuſe Chriſtians with 


greater and higher Expectations than 
hey, who alone can be depended on, 
as far as 1 can judge, have given them 
any Reaſon to entertain. If 1 have 


arrived at the full Meaning of what 


Our 


Our Lord and his Apoſtles have taught 
about it, 1 have What alone I ought 


to aim at; and it will be of little Im- 


portance from how many, and how great 


Nen alfer.. n me pore 


I have here endeavoured to repre- 


ſent one of our Lord's Inſtitutions in 


it's original Simplicity: And if what 


I have done ſhall prove at all ſuc- 
_ ceſsful in removing any Error, or 


Superſtition, from this Part of Chrif- 
tianity, I ſhall eſteem my Pains well 
beſtowed. 


The beſt Preſervative againſt the chief 
Attempts of Unbelievers (who draw 
their main Strength from the Extra- 
vagancies and Weakneſſes of Chriſ- 
tians, and not from the Declarations 


'ERTASEME 
of. Chriſt and bis Apaſtles),. 1 | 

Tuaded,”is'10 hem the Religion of Chr 
to the World, as he leſt it; 


geregteſt Service to Chriſt 


remove from it whatever = 


from being ſeen as it really is in it. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


PeiLow Sinn 


M' preſent Deſign is to give as good Inſtructions 
as L can to honeſt and well diſpoſed Chriſtians, 
for the right Performance of that Duty, which is now 
generally called RECeivinG THE SACRAMENT 5 but 
in the moſt ancient Phraſe was called parlabing of the 
Lord's Supper. And as what I am now writing is in- 
tended for thoſe who haye a ſincere Deſire of knowing 
what is their Duty, in this Caſe, in order to practiſe it 
in a Manner ſuitable to the original Deſign of it; and a 
Will to exerciſe, with all due Seriouſgeſs, their Right 
of judging for themſelves in this, and all other Duties of 
Religion in which they are concerned ; I ſhall endeavour 
to lay down what I have to ſay, in ſo plain and in- 
telligible a Manner, that every Chriſtian, capable of 
thinking at all upon this SulyeC&t, may be able to lee 
whether it conveys to him the true Notiors of this 
Duty left us by Chriſt and his Apoſlles, or not; and ſo 
either receive it, or reject it, as he ſhall find Saal | 

It may not be unuſeful to thoſe whoſe Benefit 1 
chiefly deſign, firſt, to mention and explain ſeveral ob 


| thoſe Names by which this Religious Rite has been 


heretofore, or is now called; that ſo, unlearned Readers 
may be as little at a loſs as poſſible, to underſtand what 
P may at any Time read upon this Subject. | 
5 B J. Agreeably 


x. 


1. Agreeably to the Simplicity of this Inſtitution, 


this religious Rite was firſt called TRE Lox D's Sup- 


PER, It was inſtituted at, or after, the laſt Supper, 


which our Saviour and his Diſciples did eat together, 


in Celebration of the Jewiſh Paſſover :. And as it was 
appointed to conſiſt in eating Bread and drinking Wine, 
it was naturally called 7he Lord's Supper, from that Sup- 
per at which our Lord thought fit to declare his Mind 


about it. But there being nothing in the Words of 


our Lord, or in the Nature of the Thing itſelf, which 
makes th:s Rite at all leſs proper at any one Time of 


the Day than another; nothing can be inferred, either 


from the Deſign of the Inſtitution, or the Time of it, 


to confine the Celebration of it to the Evening And 


accordingly, we find that ſome of the firſt Chriſtians 
choſe an early Hour of the Morning io meet and par- 


take of it ; becauſe that was the Time when they could 
be moſt ſecure from the Diſturbance of their Enemies 


and Perſecutots. And Reaſons of Convenience may 
determine others to any other Time of the Day. 


II. Another Name by which this Rite has been long 
called, is THE EUCHARISs TH; which in Engliſh ſigni- 


fies Thankſgiving. And this it is defigned to be in 


an high and pecoliar Senſe, as it is the Remembrance 
of that Love of God, in Chriſt's dying for us, which 
ought ro excite in us the ſtrongeſt Sentiments of Praiſe 


and Gratitude, 


It is accordingly named in the Sa- ramental Service, 
our Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſziving, Theſe Titles 


which are given to the Duty, do plainly point out 
ge D; e iox and Frame he 25 whi ch is preper for 
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Chearfulnes is the Temper wherewith we ought 
to come unto it; for Chearfulneſs is the 'Temper of 
Thankſgiving ard Praiſe : Peneſits received ought to 
be thought of with Pleaſure, and it is unna.ural for 
Praiſe to come out of any other bat joyful Lips: Con- 
ſequently thoſe Chriſtians who never approach the 
Table of the Lord but with Anxiety aud Terror, 
how much ſoever they are to be commended for their 
Piety, are under a Miſtake wh:ch is full a; much fo 


be pitied. 


Theſe Affections are not Tokens of an Eucbariſtical 
or thankful Frame and Diſpoſition, but the contrary: 


And it is great Pity, that any ſhould either have im- 


bibed or infuſed ſuch Notions of the Duty, as are only 


fit to affect the Minds of good People with Deſpon- 


dency, and to deter them from this A& of Religion as 
from a terrible Thing, inſtead of making them Joyous 


and chearful in the Performance of it. 


| Indeed Chearfulneſs is that Temper of Mind which 
God is moſt pleaſed with, as being that Temper which 


is moſt ſuitable to the Impreſſion which his Character 


and Attributes, and more eſpecially his Goodneſs, ovght 
to make upon us. It is undoubtedly the true Evange- 
lical Diſpofition, the Diſpoſition” agreeable to the 


Goſpel of Peace, and the Spirit of Power, Loves and a 
ſound Mind. 


And to ſhew that it is in a particular Manner that 


Frame of Soul which a Chriſtian ought to come with 


to the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, the Church 


has more eſpecially appoirted this Ord nance upon 
thoſe Feſtivals which were inſtituted in Memoty. of © 


B 2 5 God's 


t * 3 


God's greateſt Bleflings to us; intended to be vbſerved 
with fingular Demonſtrations of Joy. . 

III. It has been in later Ages called (emphati ally, 
and by way of Eminence) THe Couuu NON, or 
TE Ho v Communion, without the Addition of 


any other Words; and this mult be underſtood in ihe. 


Senſe which St. Paul expreſſes more largely, 1 Cor. x. 

16, 17, where he calls it the Communion of the Body, 
— and of the Blood of Chriſt. Communion ſignifies 
partaking of, cr Fellowſhip in, ſomething common to 
many. And ſo The Communion, when the Word is ap- 
Plicd to this Holy Rite, muſt fignify the Joint-partaling 


of that Bread which is the Memorial of Chriſt's Body, 


and of that Wine which is the Memorial of his Blood 
ſhed for us ; which are called his Body and his Blood 
only upon this Account. It may alſo be called The 
Communion, or Fellowſhip, as it is a Joint-partaking 
of Bread and Wine; in which Aktion we communi- 


cate, and bear a Part, with all other Chriftians, of all 


Places „ and all Denom nations. 


IV. But the Name of this Rite which has moſt pre- 
vailed, and put the o:he's almoſt out of common Ude, 
is that of Jateſt Date, and loweſt Authority, in the 
ſtrict Senſe in which it is uſed; viz, TE Sacra- 
MENT of the Lord's Supper, and, moſt cemmonly, 
TE SACRAMENT, without the Addition of any other 
Word: agreeably to which the partaking of it is called, 
Receiving of the Sacrament. It many Times ſo hap- 
pens in religious Matters, that obſcure Expreflions get 


the better of the plain and ſimple ones; ard the moſt 
| | modern. 


IR 


£ 
4 


i 
modern baniſh out of Uſe the moſt aneient.— But fince 
this Word has got Poſſeſſion, the Explication of it is 
the more neceſſary; becauſe the New Teſtament, which 


knows nothing of it, cannot lead any Chriſtian into the 
Notion of it, as applied to the Lord's Supper. 


The Latin Word from which it is taken, primarily 


fignified an Oath; or an Obligation expreſſed by an 
Oath, which was always eſteemed as a ſacred Thing, — 


In this Senſe, though it be improper to ſpeak of re- 


ceiving a Sacrament; yet the action of partaking of 
the Lord's Supper may be called the Performance of a 


Duty which is in Effect a ſolemn Acknowledgment, 


and Recognizing of our Obligations, as it is a profeſſing 

ourſelves Chriſtians; and as ſuch oblige), as truly as 

by an Oath, to all the Practice becoming Chriſtians. 
Amongſt other Things, this Word came, by De- 


grees, to ſignify any religious Ceremony; becauſe every 


religious Ceremony implies in it the Profeſſion of that 
Religion to which it peculiarly belongs; and by Con- 
ſequence, the owning ourſelves under all the Ties and 
Obligations of that particular Religion, And in this 
Senſe, Receiving the Sacrament is the Performance of a 
religious Ceremony peculiar to the Chriflian Religion; 
and the virtual Owning ourſelves by this Action, under 
all the Ob/;gations belonging to that Religion. 

But at length the Uſe of this Word came to be more 
confined; and in many Parts of the Chriſtian Church to 
be appropriated to 72vo only Ceremonies, under the Defi- 
nition of an © outward and vifible Sign of an inward 


and ſpiritual Grace given unto us, ordained by Chritt 


“ himſelf,. as a Means whereby we receive the ſame, 


and a Pledge to aſſure us thereof,” —And in this Senſo 


B 3 the 
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the Lord's Supper may be called a Sacrament. For the 
Bread and Wine are outward and viſible Sigus, or 
Marks, ordained by Chriſt to call to our Minds, and 
to point out to us, the preateſt inward and ſpiritual 
Grace (that is, Favour and Mercy) beſtowed upon 
Man by Almighty God. T hey call to Mind the Death 
of Chriſt, and are Memorials of his Body and Blood, 


given and ſhed for our ſpuitual Advantage; and con- 
ſequently, Memorials of all the Benefits we are entitled 


to by that Inſtance of Grace or Merey: And ſo the 
Lord's Supper is an outward and wifible Sign of the 
greateſt inward and ſpiritual Grace given unto us. 
It is likewiſe an outward Sign, ordained, or appointed 
by Chrift him/clf, to be the Mark or Memorial of all 
this. Not only fo, — but ordained by him, as one Mean, 
amongſt many others, of our Improvement in the Prac- 
tice of the Religion we profeſs by our Attendance upon 
this Sacrament and of our receiving hereafter, in Con- 
| ſequence of that Practice, all the Benefits of his Body 
broken, and Blood ſhed, now called to Mind by theſe 
outward Signs. It may be conſidered Alſo as 2 Pledge, on 
Chriſt's Part, to ure us of all this; as the Bread and 
Wine are appointed by him to be eaten and drunk, as 
Signs (or in Remembrance) of that Death of Chriſt, 


which was the higheſt Aſſurance he could give us of his | 


Love to Mankind, and of our own Title to the par- 
taking of that Love upon his own Conditions. 
We cannot; indeed, duly partake of the cut ard and 


viſible Bread and Wine, in Remembrance of Chrift, with» 
out celling to Mind alſo the Affurance given us by him, 
of our partaking, upon the Terms of his Goſpel of all 


| the good Things promited in it. 


Having | 


. vii J 
ms _ Having now explained the four ſeveral Names which 


have ſucceſſively been given to this Inſtitution, as The 
3 Lord's Supper, — The Euchariſt, —T he Communion,—and 
Tie Sacrament, it is Time to proceed to the Explana- 
7 tion of its Nature and End; — remarking once for all, 

that all poſitive Duties, or Duties made ſuch by Inſtitu- 
tion alone, depend entirely upon the Will and Declara- 
tion of the Perſon who inftitutes or ordains them, with 
rreſpecd to the real Deſign and End of them; and conſe- 


quently to the due Manner of performing them. The 
Nature, the Deſign, and the due Manner of partaking, 
of the Lord's Supper, muſt therefore of Neceſſity de- 


pend upon what Jeius Chriſt, who inſtituted it, hath 
declared about it. — Nor can we doubt that he de- 
elared to his firſt and immediate Followers the whole 
of what he defigned ſhould be underftood by it; the 
Paſſages in the New Teſtament which relate to this 
Duty, (and they alone are the original Accounts of the 
Nature and End of this Inſtitution, and the only au- 
dmeahentie Declarations upon which we can ſafely depend) 


being written by the immediate Followers of our Lord; 
LE | TH thoſe who were themſelves Wi:nefles to this Inſtitution, 
or were inſtructed by thoſe who were ſo, and join with. 
| 1 2 them in delivering down one and the ſame Account of | 
ö nus religious Duty. | 

| "4 We muſt now conſult ſuch of the Writers of the New 


WEL Teſtament as give any Account of the Inſtitution of the 
[ [ 4 _ Lord's Supper; and the following Paſlages are to that 
nc to be principally regarded, viz. 


St. Matthew xxvi. 26. And as they Were. eating, 
Jeſus tock Bread and blefed it, and trake it, and gave 
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1 
it to the Diſciples, and ſaid, T wy, Fat ; This is my 
Body. | 

27. 4nd he took the Cup, and gave Thanks, and gave 
it to them, fazing, Drink ye all of it. "Fe 
28. For this is my Blood of the New T. amen, which 1 

- &s ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. | „* 
St. Mark xiv. 22. And as they did eat, Feſus took 1 
Bread, and bleſſed, and brake it, and gave 10 e 4“ 
aid, Take, Eat; This is my Body. D 


23. And he took the Cup, and when be bun given : 1 
Thanks, He gave it to them ; and they all drank of it. 75 i 
234. And he ſaid unto them, This is my Blood of the 3 7 
Neau Teflament, which is ſhed for many. 3 - 
St. Luke xxii. 19. And be theol. Bread, and 2 FR 63 


Thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, ſaying, This 
is my Body, which is given for you; This do in Remem=- 
brance of me. 
20. Likewiſe alſo the Cup after Supper, alas T bis. 
Cup is the New Teflament in my Bloods av hich is ſped: 
for you. 
St. Paul, upon Occaſion of the indecent and unchrif. 
tian Behaviour of ſome among the Corinthians, at the 
'Time of their meeting together to partake of the Lord's 
Supper, lays before "chews as the moſt effeQtual Cure 
of their Diſorders, the following Account of the origi- 
nal Inſtitution of this Holy Rite: 
1 Cor, xi. 23. For ] have received of the Lord that- - 
which alſo T delivered unto you, That the Lord Feſus,. 
the ſame Night in which he was betrayed, took Bread: 
24. And when he had given Thanks, He brake it, and. 
ſaid, Tale, Eat; This is my Beay, which is broken for 
* : This do in Remembrance of ne. 


25. hs | 


( ix ] 


2 After the ſame Manner alſo, He took the Cup, when 
de bad ſupped, ſaying, This Cup is the New Teſtament 
in my Blood: This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in Re- 
membrance of me. Afcer this the Apoſtle adds, as his 
own Obſervation drawa from the Inſtitution itſelf, 

26, For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this 
Cup, ye db ſhew the Lord's Death till He come, 

A few Remarks upon the Expreſſions made uſe of in 
theſe Paſſages will be uſeful, in order to lead us to 
their true Meaning, and to a right Underſtanding of the 
Duty appointed in them. For to remove all abſurd 
and ſuperſtitious Notions from this plain Inſtituci lion, is 
the firſt Step towards a due Attendance 8 it in its 
original Simplicity. 

It is particularly to be obſerved, that the whole Tenor 


| and Form of this Inflitution is in the figurative Way of 


ſpeaking ; and that all Expreſſions in it of the ſame Sort, 
ought to be underſtood in the ſame Manner, | 

For Inſtance, the Cup, in the Words recorded by St. 
Luke and St. Paul, is allowed not to fignify the Cup, 


bit the Pine in the Cup, —This Wine is allowed by 


All, not to be itſelf the New Covenant (or New Teſla- 
ment), nor to be changed (or tranſubſtantiated) into the 
New Covenant, but only.to be the Memorial of the Næav 
Covenant, It follows then, by all the Rules of Interpreta- 
tion agreeably to the Way of Speaking throughout the 
whole, that the Breadand Vine are not the natural Body and 


Blood of C, but the Memorials of his Body and Blood. 


The Truth is, theſe figurative Expreſſions are not 
only what were then agreeable to the Expreſſions uſed 
amongſt the Jews; but what have been, and are ſtill, 
common to all Countries, and al! Languages. No. 
Chriſtian, 


— Mitcaet nd. 4 
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Chriſtian in the World, learned or unlearned, ever 
thought that our Saviour was à Vine or a Door, though 
he expreſsly affirms himſelf to be both (John xv. 1. 
x. 7.). Nor could the Ex preſſions now before us ever 
have come to ſtand in need of this or any other Expli- 
cation among common Readers, had not the Teachers 


in the Church of Rome endeavoured to throw a Cloud 
of Darkneſs over them. 


This made me think it not amiſs to put a plain and 


eaſy Argument into the Mouth of every Chriſtian of 


common Senſe, taken from the Inſtitution itſelf, viz. 
That as what is ſaid about the Cap is acknowledged 
to be figurative; ſo what is ſaid of the Bread and Wine, 


in the ſame Inſtitution, muſt alſo be allowed to be ſo, 


by the fame Rule of Interpretation: and that therefore, 
as the Cup containing the Vine is a Memorial only of 
the New Covenant in Chrilt's Blood, and not the New 
Covenant itſelf; ſo the Bread is the Memorial only of 
his Body, and the Vine the Memorial only of his Blood, 


and not of his natural Body and Blood. To prove 
more fully the Abſurdity and Falſhood of the Doctrine 
of T. anſabſtantiation, or Change of the Bread and Wine 


into the natural Body and Blood of Chriſt, or of any 
bodily Preſince of Chriſt in this Rite, it may be further 
ſatisfactory to the unlearned Chriſtian to furniſh tim 


with this ſhort, but plain Argument : 


The doing any Ac in Remembrance of a Pubs, 
implies his bodily Ab/ence ; and if he is corporally pre- 
ſent, we are never ſaid, nor can we be ſaid, to perform 
that Action in order to remember him. And therefore, 


it being declared in the Places before-mentioned that 
the 
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the End of this Inſtitution was the Remembrance of 
Chriſt; it mut follow from hence, that to eat and drink 
in the Lord's Supper muſt be, to eat and drink in a Senſe, 
conſiſtent with the Notion of this Remembrance; and 

therefore, that to ſappoſe, or teach, that Chriſtians eat 
his real natural Body in Remembrance of his real na- 

tural Rody ; drink his real Blood in Remembrance of his 

real Blood; is to teach that they are to do ſomething, 
in order to remember him, which at the ſame time ſup- 
poles him corporally preſent, and deſtroys the very No- 
tion of that Remembrance, and fo directly contradicts the 
woſt important Words of the Inſtitution itſelf, 


From the Notion of REMEMRRANCE,, this plain 
Argument is very fireng againſt the Doctrine of an 
Altar, maintained by thoſe. of the Romiſh Church, in 


= Oppoſition to the more ſimple and ſeriptural Name of 


the Lord's Table. 


Many of the Greek Fathers and Commentators, 
who lived ſome Hundreds of Years after the Inſtuution 
of the'Lora's Supper, when by Degrees the Language 
had been altered; tho' themſelves, amongſt o her high 
Words, often called this Rite a Sacrifice; yet they 
could not forbear ſometimes to correct this Expreſſion; 
and to declare, they did not mean a Sacrifice, properly 
ſpeaking, but only the Remembrance of a Sacrijice, 


| Particularly St. Chryſoſtom, after he had ſaid, © I call it 


a Sacrifice,” adds, but indeed, it is zot a Sacrifice, but 
the Remembrance of a Sacrifice.” And conſequently, 
no Altar can be neceſſary or proper. For where there 
is no Sacrifice, but only the Remembrance of a Sacrifice; 
which ſuppoſes the Sacrifice to be faſt at another Place; 
there 


tx 1 
there ean be no A/tar ; but only the Remembrance of 


that very Altar, upon which that paſt Sacrifice was 
offered. g 


Whilſt the Romaniſts think of their Prieſts as 4. 
eriſicerts, and as offering the Sacrifice (ſtrictly fo called) „ 
of the very ſame Body and Blood of Chriſt, which he 1 - ; 


offered upon his Croſs: Whilſt, I ſay, they maintain NES 

this Abſurdity, contrary to the Notion of a Meæorial, 1 
as well as to the Nature of T hings ; no wonder that they * 
ſpeak ſo much of a real Altar for this real Sacrifice. 1 
And indeed, let a Pepiſh Abſurdity be never ſo mon- et” 
ſtrous; yet it muſt be acknowledged that it is gene- „ 


rally, in its ſeveral Parts, ſelf-conſiſtent, and all of a „ 
Piece. But for thoſe who have diſavowed the Abſurdi- 3 5 
ty which alone could be the Ground of any Notion 15 
of an Altar in this Rite, ſtill to be fond of the Vorion 


after they have parted with the Ground of * is very 
bardly to be accounted for. 


One cannot imagine any poſitive Inſtitution of 
greater Plainneſs and Simplicity than this of the Lord's 
Supper. The originai Account of it we ſee (and we 
may be ſure That is the beſt) takes up but a very few 
Verſes, in any one of the Evangeli:s, or in St. Paul, 


who had more Occafion, from the Abuſes of ſome er: 

Chriſtians, to enlerge upon it. Put the ur ſeveral 1 

0 Accounts together, (tho', in Truth, they are only the {i T7 
WS. ſame Hiſtory repeated four Times; and they are all the . 5 
| | Paſſages in the New Teſtament which give us any A ND 
11h Aecount of the Inſtitution) they will, all united, hardly M 3 
"nt | make up a few Pages of the leaſt of thoſe many Trea- 1 77 
1 tifes which have beeu written upon this Subject ſince = 5 
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the firſt Ages; ſome of which have, indeed, but too 
much helped to render That a Matter of Intricacy and 
Terror (and this chiefly to honeſt Chriſtians), which 
their Maſter left in the greateſt Plainneſs and Simplicity. 
From theſe Paſſages it evidently appears, «hat the 
End for which our Lord inſtituted this Duty, was the 
Remembrance of Himſelf ; that the Bread to be taken and 


eaten, was appointed to be the Memorial of his Body 
broken; and the Vine to be drunk, was ordained to be 


the Memorial of his Blood ſhed; or (according to the 


expreſs: Words of St. Paul), that the one was to be 


eaten, and the other to he drunk, in REMEMBRANCE 
of Chriſt; and this to be continued until He, who 
was once preſent with bis Diſciples, and is now a#/znt, 
ſhall come again. 

| Whoever therefore, in a ſcrious and religious Senſe 
of his Relation to Chriſt, as his Diſciple, performs 


theſe Actions of eating Bread and drinking Wine in 


Remembrance of Chriſt, as of a Perſon corporally abſent 
from his Diſciples, moſt certainly performs them agree- 
ably to the End of the Inſtitution declared * Chriſt 
himſelf, and his immediate Diſciples. 


There being other Paſſages of the New Teſtament, 
beſides thoſe already cited, which occaſionally relate to 


this Subject; it is of Importance to all Chriſtians to 


conſider them, and to examine what farther Inſtruc- 


tions they afford us. 


The firſt of thoſe I mean is in 1 Cor. x. ver. 16. 


Te Cup of Bleſſing, which aue bleſs, is it not the Com- 
munion of the Blood of Chrift ? The Bread which we 


break, is it net the Communion of the Body of Chriſt ? 
, | C. 17. For 


1 * 1 
15. Hr ave beta many, are one Bread and one 0 
for” ave are all Partakers of that one Bread. 


18. Behold Tfrael after the Fleſh : Are not they wohich 
tat of the Sacrifices Partakers of the Altar? 


19. What ſay I then ? That the Idol is any Thing, | 


or _ aobich is cffered to Idols is any Thing? 


But I ſay, that the Things which the Gentiles 


Nestes they ſacrifice to Devils, and not to God: And 1 
avonld not that ye ſhould hawe e (or © ommu- 
nion) with Devils. 


21. Te cannot drink of the Cup of the Lord, yur the 


Cup of Devils, Ye cannot be Partakers of * Lord's 
Table, and of the Table of Devils. 
This whole Paſſage was-occaſtoned by the State of 


the Corinthian Chriſtians, with Regard to the Heathens 


then all around them. And the Intent of it may, I think, 


be truly expreſſed in the following ſhort Paraphraſez — 
46 By eating and drinking together at the Lord's Table, 


4% you pay a religious Honour to Chriſt, by jointly 


% partaking of Bread and Wine in a religious Re- 
4 membrance of him as your Maſter; and by this 
% Participation in common with one another, profeſs 
40 yourſel ves to be one Body under Him, the one Head, 
4+ Theſe very Actions of your Religion, therefore, 
„ having plainly this Intent and Signification in 
4. * them, make it utterly abſurd and inexcuſable for 
« yon to perform the like Actions, underſtood to be 
* done in Honour of thoſe falſe Gods whoſe Worſhip 
«« he came to deftroy ; and to join with the Heathens, 
« in feaſting in their Temples upon what has been ſa- 
„ erificed by them in Honour to thoſe falſe Gods.“ 
And tne Toncluſion which neceſſarily follows this 
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Wine in Remembrance of Chriſ's Body and Blood, 
and in Honour to him, do- hereby publickly acknow- 
ledge. him to be their Maſter, and Themſelves to 
be his Diſciples :: and by, doing this in an Aſſem- 


* 1] | 
| plaiit Paraphraſe is, that Chriftiens. meeting. eoSdeer- 
for religious Worſhip, and eating Bread-avd drinking. 


bly own themſelves, with all other Chriſtians, to be 


one Body or Society under- Him, the Head; and 
conſequently profeſs themſelves to be under his So- 
vernance and Influence; to have Communion or Fellow- 
ſhip with Him, as Head; and with all their Chrittian 


Brethren, as Fellow-members of that ſame 1 95 
which be is the Head. 

The other Paſſage I muſt mention is in 1 Cor. xi. 
ver. 20—34. 


20. When aue come together, 8 into one Place, 
this is not to eat the Lord's Supper. 
21. For in eating every one taketh before other his 
own Supper 2: and one is hungry, and another is ar unte. 
22. What ® Hawe ye not Houſes to eat and to drink 
in ? Or deſpiſe ye the Church of God, and ſbame them that 
Gave not * What ſhall I ſay-to you? Shall I praiſe you 


in this.? I praiſe you not. 


The two firſt of theſe Verſes ſet forth. the Crime 
of ſome of the: Corinthian Chriſtians in this Man- 
* When therefore you come to- 
„ gether, profeſſing to eat and drink in Remem- 
& brauce of your Maſter; and at the ſame Time 
& behave: yourſelves indecently, as J have been in- 
«. formed you do z. this, I tell you plainly, is not to 
15 eat the Lord's Capper, as it ought to be eaten, 
| i "0 according 


ner: 


Ver. 20. 


C 2 
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„„ . 
« according to the Defign of the Inſtitu ion: Ver. 21. 


For as I hear, many of you behave yourſelves rather 
« as Perſons eating your own Suppers, to ſatisfy and 


even indulge your own Appetites; Thoſe of you who 


care able to provide ptentifully for themſelves, eating 
„at that Fzaff to which you join the Lord's Supper, 
without waiting for their poor Brethren, and not like 
„ Perſons meeting to partake of a common Feaſt. And 
10 thus, in the moſt indecent Manner, the poor Man, itt 
« this Aſſembly, is hungry, without being ſatisfied ; 
« whilft another, who can ſupply himſelf e 
« feaſts himſelf even beyond due Bounds,” 

For this Crime he reproves them ſeverely, Ver. 22, 
thus; © Have ye not Houſes of your own for your 
ordinary Eating and Drinking? — Or have you no 


© Senſe that theſe Aﬀemblies of Chriſtians come to- 


* gether for the religious Purpoſe of eating and drink- 


„ing in Remembrance of their Maſter? Do ye thus 


«© deſpiſe the Church of God, the Aſſemblies of Chriſ- 
« tjans, and thus put to Shame thoſe of your poor Bre- 
«© thren who are not able to make Proviſion for them- 
« ſelves, by ſuch a Behaviour as ſeems to inſult their 
Poverty and Hunger in ſuch public Meetings? Can 


« ] praiſe you for this? Far from it: on the contrary, 


« I condemn you, as acting inconſiftently with the ori- 
% inal Iuſtitution of this Holy Rite; a true Account of 
& which I will lay before you.“ — This is contained 
in the three following Verſes, . viz. 23, 24, and 2 55 


which I have already produced and explained P. viii. 


and the following. T he Apoſile then argues from this 
Jufitution, Ver. 26. For as often as y« eat THIS 


Bread, 
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Bread,. and drink nis Cup, pe do ſheew- the Lord's 
Deatb till He come. That is to ſay, — © From the 
« Inflitution itſelf it is plain, that the Deſign of your 
9 Meeting to eat tbis Bread, and to drink his Wine, 
4 is very. unlike to that of your Meeting to eat and 
4% drink Bread and Wine in a common Way; aud is 
„ no other than the ſerious Purpoſe of ſeeing forth, 
„or keeping up, the Remembrance of the Death of 
„ Chrift in this particular Manner, till He ſhall return 
« in Glory.” After this the Apoſtle goes on: 
Ver. 27. Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread 
and drink this Cup of the Lord U NWORTHILY, ſhall be 


 guilty-of the Body and Blood of the Lord. 


29. But let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let un 
eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. 

29. For he-that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh Damnation (Condemuation) 70 * not 
dijcerning the Lord's Body, 

30. For this Cauſe many are weak and feckly among 
Jou, and many ſleep. 

31. For if abe would judge ourſelves awe Soul not 
Be judged. 

32. But when we are judged, we ar- chaſte ned of 
_ Lord, that. we ſhould not be condemned avith the 


Nord. 


33. V bereftee, my Brant, when Je come ks 
to eat, tarry one for another. 

34+. And if any Man hunger, let 115 eat at home. 

The plain Meaning of theſe Words, as directed to 


8 


the Corinthian Chriſtians, whoſe. Sin and Indecency were 


ma ſpoken of, may: be thus expreſſed ; 2 
C 3. Ver. 27. | 


CS 

— — 
—— — 
— 


| „ 


Ver. 27. F. rom the Nature and End of the Taft 


* tution of the Lord's Supper (here ſet forth in Ver. 23, 


* 24, ard 25, ſee P. viii, and the following) it follows, 
« that every one who comes to this Table of the 


„ Lord, and inſtead of behaving himſelf worthily, that 
is, ſuitably to the good End of this Holy Rite; and 


«© inftead of a ſerious Performance of the Actions of 


«© Eating and Drinking in Remembrance of Chriſt his 


« Maſter, eats and drinks :unworthily, or in a Manner 


© 2»/uitable to the Deſign of this Iaſtitution; behaving 


„ himſelf as at a common Meal, or as if This were 
„only the Continuation of a foregoing Entertain- 
* rent, and even without obſerving the Rules of 


«+ Temperance 3; every ſuch profeſſed Chriſtian is 


« guilty of an high Offeace- and Indignity againſt the 
* very Body and Blood of Chriſt, of which this Bread 


and this Wine are Memorials, and which he pre- 
* tends and 2 to remember NP this Eating and 
„Drinking.“ | 
Ver. 28. On the contrary, inſtead of this un- 
„ chriſtian Behaviour, let every one of you cxamine 


«© himſelf, enter into, and try himſelf, by conſidering 
& the Original Þnflitution of this Rite; and by that 


Examination let him be led to perform theſe 5Qions 


of Eating and Drinking, ſo, that is, in ſuch a Man- 


ner, as is plainly implied in the Nature of that Hilti. 


4 zution itſelf.“ 
Ver. 29. 1 ſay, let a Man zry, and apf rove him- 
« ſelf 3 and perform this Part of his religious Duty 
4 ſuitably to the Deſign of it, the Remembrance of 
*« Chriſt; Becauſe great will be his Offence, if he witk- 
4 fully 


_F ix J 
nd fully performs it in a contrary Way, or in a Man- 
« ner plainly anaworthy of the :flitution. For be 
ic that eaterh and drinketh, as ſome of you have done, 
e unworthily; that is, unſuitably to that Deſign, and 
&* in a Manner utterly inconſiſtent with it: Not diſoern- 
« ing the Lord's Boch; that is, not conſidering this Bread 
6 as the Memorial of his Body; not making a ſufficient 


_ « Difference between this Bread, eaten at the Lord's 


e Supper in Memory of him, and a common Meal even in- 
e temperately taken; He that acts thus, eats and arinks 
« Damnation (or, as it ſhould have been tranſlated, 


„ Condemnation or Judgment) to. himſelf.”? 


Ver. 30. From this Cauſe, you have impaired the 
“ Health of your Bodies, Sickneſs and even Death 
& are come amongſt yon, by the righteous Providence 
«© of God.“ 


Ver. zi and 32. For this is the Rule in ſack 


Caſes: If we would call ourſelves to Account, and: 


judge and condemn what is evil in ourſelves ſo 
b effeually as to forſake it, we ſhonld not then be 


condemned or puniſhed by God. And when we ſee 


“ ſuch Afflictions amongſt us, we ought, before it 
„be too late, to conſider them as Chaſtiſements from 
4e the Hand of God, in order to our Amendment; and 


| « defigned for this good End, that we ſhould not 


„finally be condemned with che wicked Part of the 
« World.“ 

Ver. 33. Upon theſe Accounts, my Brethren, 
when you are to meet together profeſſedly to eat at 
* the Lord's Table in Remembrance of your Maſter, 
© wait with Patience for one another, till a good 

6 Number 


t 


4 Number be aſſembled; *: and. then perform this reli 
«vious Rite with all Deceney, as 2a joint Body of 


4. Brethren equally related to Chriſt and entitled to 


his Favour; and not diſtinguiſhed from one another, 
in this religious Action, by any outward Cir 
4 ſtanees of Riches or Poverty, Plenty or: Want.“ 

Ver. 34. But if any of you propoſe to eat upon 
another Aceount; to ſatisfy your bodily. Appetites, 
and. the Cravings of Hunger: This is not the Place 
& for it, where you aſſemble in a Body for a religious 
t Purpoſe. :- But the proper Place to ſatisfy any Perſon's: 
“ Munger in, is his own private Houſe, . where he may. 


do it without Diſorder, Indeceney, or Shame. to 5 


39 


5 of his poor and hungry. Brethren. 


The Mention here made by St. Paul of a 
TION, was entirely owing to the Corinthian Chriſtians: 


having thus deviated in their; Practice from the. Lſitu- 


tion of Chriſt. When, therefore, any ſincere and ſerious - 
Believer in Chriſt has approved himſelf to his own 
Eonfcience in 2his Particular, That. he comes to the. 
Lord's Supper, as his Diſeiple, with a Temper and De- 
ſign ſuitable. to the only. End of its Jeftirution 3 he. 
may be certain that he has examined himſelf in that 
Senſe, in. which alone the Apoſtle has recommended 
this Duty, with regard to the Partaking of the Lord's. 


Supper. | . | 
An Examination of a Man's whole Li fe and Con- 


duct by the known Law of God, whe her natural or 
revealed, if it be wholly in order to render-himſelf more 


perfect in the Practice of all that is praiſe-worthy in 
every Circumſtance and Relation of Life, muſt be of 
great. 
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great Uſe to every well- ebe Obridias. But for 
this, every one is the beſt Judge for himſelf, of the 


proper and moſt convenient Time. My Deſign is 


only to obſerve here, that Self-examination, in this- 
Extent, is not a Duty neceſſarily previous to the Lord's 


Supper; nor ſpoken of by St. Paul, in this Degree, as 


neceſſary to our duly partaking of it. And this is. fit 


to be obſerved, that ſo no ſerious Chriſtian may, on the 


one Hand, make it a Pretence for his not coming to. 
this religious Rite, that he has not had Time for a long 
and particular Examination into his whole paſt Con- 


duct; or, on the other Hand, be uneaſy (as too many 


have been} at their honeſt Performance of this Duty, in 
Remembrance of their Lord and Maſter, without ſuch 2 
long and particular Examination, 


The Duty of PREPARATION for the Holy Cons: 


munion being entirely founded upon theſe Words of St. 


Paul, Let a Man examine himſelf; it is evident, that. 
the Preparation implied in theſe Words, as neceſſary 
and ſufficient, is ſuch a Conſideration of the Tnflitution 
itſelf, as may ſatisfy and affure us, that we come to the 


Lord's Supper, as his fincere Diſciples, reſolved to eat 


and drink in a religious Remembrance of him; or with 
Diſpoſitions and a Behaviour worthy of, that 1 N. fultable 
to, the Deſign of this Holy Rite, 


A true Chriſtian needs not any Length of Time to 
aſſure his Heart of this: Neither can the Opportunities 
of this Solemnity come ſo ſuddenly upon him, but that 
he may certainly know himſelf to be prepared, in this 
abſolutely neceffary Senſe. And let it be remembered, 
that I am now nig only of what 3 is ab/olutely 1. 


cefſary. 


if they think it of more Advantage to-them to do it 


 fay, This ought not to be inculcated& upon them, as à 
Preparation neceſſary before their coming to this Holy 


_ — 11 ne TOA 
* 
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with Chriſtian Affections, attended upon it without. 


Duties, and make That peculiar to the Holy Communion, 
which never was made peculiar te it by Chriſf, or his. 


nx, in St, Paul's Senfe, is confined to the Frame of 


the Guilt. of Eating and Drinking untw9rthily. to the ſtrict Imita- 


L xxii Þ 


eefſary. This is not deſigned to inſinuate, nor does it in 
the leaſt imply, that Chriſtians may not wiſely chuſe 
to ſpend a longer Time in religious Confideration and 
Prayer, juſt before their ceming to the Communion,. 


on this Occaſion, than upon any other. But again I 


Rite, leſt the Want of ſo much more Time ſhould. 
either prevent their Attendance upon this Duty, or 
diſturb the Minds of thoſe who have honelily, and; 


ſuch a previous Conduct. It is, and muſt be, always 
of great Uſe to Chriftians. But we are not to confound: | 


Apoliles; and which is proper for every Seaſon of our 
Time, and every Part ef our Life; and which would: 
bave been equally a. Duty, whether it had pleaſed « our 
Lord to inſtitute the Holy Communion,, or not. 


From the Paſfages now. before us, it is equally e evi- 
dent, the whole Affair of Eating and Drinking uxwox- 


our Minds, and our Behaviour, Ar the "ry Time of 
our Performance of this Religious Duty“. 


To plein this Matter 4 little further 1 do not confine 


tion of the Corintbian Sinners in one particular Inſtance of their 
Indecency; but think, it ought to be extended to all Caſes to 
which the Apoſtle s Argument, drawn from the Inſtitution itſelf, 
hy Parity of Reaſon can teach. 


For 
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For had net ſome amongſt tbe Corinthians been 
guilty of great and criminal Indecencies at the very 


'Time of the Celebration, we ſhould probably never 
have heard of the Crime and GAs of 2 7 and 


Drinking urworthily. 

Whoever, therefore, eats rhis Bread, and drinks 
this Wine, with a ſerious and Chriſtian Frame of 
Mind, and a Behaviour /u:tab/e to the Deſign of the 


Inſtitution; partaking of it as a fincere Diſciple of 
Chriſt, under the Senſe of his own ftrift Obligations, 


as ſuch; remembering his Body broken, and his Blood 


ſhed, at the ſame Time; and doing the Whole in Re- 


menbrance of Chriſt, as his Lord and Mafter : ; Cer 
tainly cannot poſſibly be ſaid to ea? and drink unwoR- 
THILY 3 or, as far as this particular religious Action 
18 concerned, to behave himſelf unſuitably to it, or to 
his own Character as a Chriſtian. 

To conclude: Let Chriftians be content with what 
their Maſter and his Apoſtles have taught them to ex- 
pect from this Duty; and not think it any Exaltatian 
-of his Inftiution, to magnify it into what he never 
deſigned it to be. Let them not eſleem That as a low 
Diſenſation, which is as high as it was is Will to 
make it; nor think above what is written of Tha, 
which can receive its Value only from «what i. 


written, Let them remember, that all beyond is no 


better than a Dream: Pleaſing, perhaps, at preſent ; hut 
in the End, hurtful to thoſe who infuſe it into others, 
and to thoſe who will fiad themſelves diſappointed 
when they are waked out of it, Let them attend upon 


this Holy I-ftitution as the Commemoration of their 


Lord, 


— 


{ xxiv } 


Lord, the Founder and Teacher of the pureſt Religion 
in the World; and this will lead their Thoughts to 
their Happineſs, by the Way of their. Duty; and diſ- 
engage them from dwelling chiefly upon Supernatural 
Favours, and exalted Privileges, where they are na- 
turally and ſtrongly called upon to think of their own 
indiſpenſable Obligations to depart from all Iniquity, 
and practiſe all. Virtue; that is, to have their Conwer/a- 175 
tion ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, whom they ey. 
thus acknowledge for their Maſter. 2 7 
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par” 


THE RATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN's ASSISTANT 


To THE 


Worthy Receiving of the Loxy' 8 SvreEn, 


HE Communion Office begins with 8 entences 
relating chiefly to the Duty of Beneficence 
— to all Men, by our Alm, and Charitable Con- 
tributions.—It proceeds to the Charity and Aſſiſtance 

of our united Prayers, for the Good and Happiaels 
of the whole Body of Chriſtians, 5 


The MINISTER. 


L T: your Light fo ſhine before view” that 
they may ſee. your good Works, and glorify 
your Father which is in Heaven. S. Matth, v.16. 


A Tranſcript of Dr, Samuel Clarke s interleaved Copy of the 
Common Prayer Book, (which was preſented by his Son to the 
Britiſt: Muſeum) entitled, Amendnents bumbly propoſed to the Conſe 3 
deration of theſe in Authority, of © the Book of Common Prayer, &æe. 
having lately been put into the Author's Hands, he could not 
reſiſt the Temptation of giving the judicious Alterations which 
this eminently learned and moſt excellent Man bad made in this 
Office. Such Parts of the Service of our Church as are here print- 

| D | ed, 


3% 5 
Lay not up for yourſelves Treaſures upon 


| Earth ; where Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt, and 


where Thieves break through and ſteal: but 
lay up for yourſelves Treaſures in Heaven, 


Where neither Moth nor Ruſt doth corrupt, 


and where Thieves do not break through nor 


Teal. 8. Matth. vi. 19, 20. 


Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould d 
to you, even fo do to them; for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. 8. Hi vii. 12. 

Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord. 
Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : 


but he that doth the Will of my Father which 


is in Heaven. S. Matth. vii. 21. 
Zaccheus ſtood forth, and ſaid unto the Loid, 
Behold, Lord, the Half of my Goods I give 


to the Poor; and if I have done any Wrong to 
any Man, I reſtore him four- fold. S. Luke xix. 8. 


M ho goeth a Warfare at any Time at his own. 


| Ct? Who planteth a Vineyard, and eateth not of 


the Fruit thereof Or _ Feedeth 4 Flock, and 

eateth not of the Milk of the Flock? 1 Cor. ix. 7. 
if we have ſown unto you ſpiritual Things, is 

it a great Matter if we ſhall reap. your worldly | 


Things? 1 Cor, i "ul 996 . 


Do ye not know that they who miniſter about 2 
Things live of the Sacrifice And they who want at 
the Aliar are Partakers with the Altar 7 Even jo hath 
the Lord alſo ordained, that they who preach the Goſpel 


Acud live of the Goſpel. 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. 


He that ſoweth little, ſhall reap little; and 


he that ſoweth plenteoully, ſhall reap. plenteouſly. 


ed, and which Dr, Clarke would have ME WE] are distinguished by 
the Italic Character; 3 and where he has ſubſtituted any Thing in 


| their Place, his AMENDMENTS. are given in a ſmall Type in a 
Break i in the Margin. 


U 3 7 


Let every Man do according as he is diſpoſed 
in his Heart; not grudgingly; or of Neceſſi- 
ty; for God loveth a Choarful Giver, 2 Cor. 
*. 
*- - lf . that is taught j in the Ward, miniſter unto 
him that -teacheth in ali goeg Things. Be not de- 1 
ceived ; Cod is not mocted; for whatſoever a Man | 
"ſoweth, that ſhall he reap, Gal. vi. 6, 7 
While we have Time, let us do ( 200d unto 
all Men; and ſpecially. unto them that are of 
the Houſhold of- Faith. Gal. vi. 10, 
GSodlineſs is great Riches, if a Man be con- 
tent with that he hath: For we brought no- 
thing into the World, neither may we be 
any Thing out. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7 
Charge them who are rich in chis World, that 
1 mey be ready to give, and glad to cdribute ; 3 
1 laying up in Store for themſelves a good Foun- 
= | dation againſt the Time to come, that they may 
attain eternal Liſe. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. 
God is not unrighteous, that he will forget 
your Works, and Labour that proceedeth of Love ; 
which Love ye have ſhewed for his Name's fake, 
who have miniſtered unto the Saints, and yet 
do miniſter. Hebr. vi. 10. 
To do Good, and to diſtribute, forget not; 
for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed, 
Hebr. xiii. 16. 
Whoſo hath this World's Good, and ſeeth 
| bis Brother have Need, and ſhutteth up his 
Compaſſion from h'm ; how dwelleth the Love 
of God in him? 1 8. Jh iti, 17. 
Give Alms of thy Goods, and never turn 
thy Face from any poor Man: and then the 
Face of the Lord ſhall not be turned W2V from 
n. Tb. iv. 7. 1 


is: | Be . 


Ze merciful after thy Power: If thou haſt 
much, give plenteouſly + If thou haſt little, do 
thy Diligence gladly to give of that little: For ſo 
| athereſt thou thyſelf a good Reward in the 
Day of Neceflity, Tob. iv. 8, g. 

He that hath Pity upon the Poor, lendeth 
-unio the Lord; and look, what he layeth out, 
it ſhall be paid him again. Prov. xix. 17. 

Bleſſed be the Man that provideth for the Sick 


and Needy :- The Lord ſhall deliver him! in the 
Time of Trouble. P/. xli. 1. 


Let us pray for the whole State of Chriſus 


Church militant here on Earth. 


A e . and everliving God, who by 
1 thy holy Apoſtle haſt. taught us to make 
Prayers and Supplications, and to give 


Thanks for all Men; we humbly beſeech thee 
* If there be moſt mercifully [* f accept our Alms, 


no Alms or or Oblations, and] to receive theſe 


Oblations, then our Pravers w ws 
mall the Words our Prayers which we offer unto 


lex Accepting eur thy Divine Majeſty ; beſeeching 
Ams and Obla- thee to inſpire continually the 
tions} be left out Univerſal Church with the Spirit 
— of Truth, Unity, and Concord: 
And grant that all they that do confeſs thy 
holy F may agree in the Truth of thy 
holy Word, and live in Unity and godly Love. 
pleene We beſeech thee alſo to [ave and 
tees defend all Chriſtian Kings, Prin- 
ces, and Governors; and eſpecially thy Ser- 
vant GEORGE our King; that under him 
we may be godly and quietly governed: And grant 
unto his whole Council, and to all that are put 
„ in Authority under him, that they 
r may a and en miniſter 


Juſtice, 


: Ro 
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and Advocate. g Amen. 


E10 


Juſticez. to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and 


Vice, and to the Maintenance of thy true 
Religion and Virtue, Give Grace, O bea- 
venly Father, to all Biſhops and Curates, that ; 
they may both by their Life and Doctrine ſet 
forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and 


_ duly adminifter thy holy Sacraments. And to 


all thy People give thy heavenly Grace; and 
eſpecially to this Congregation here preſent ; 
that with meek Heart and due Reverenee 
they may hear and receive thy holy Word; 
truly ſerving thee in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 


| neſs all the Days of their Life. And we moſt 


humbly beſeech thee of thy Goodneſs, Q Lord, 
to comfort and ſuccour all them whoa in this 
tranſitory Life are in Trouble, Sorrow, Need, 
Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity. And we alſo 


| bleſs. thy holy Name, for all thy Servants de- 


parted this Life in thy Faith and Fear; beſeech- 
ing thee to give us Grace ſo to follow their good 
Examples, that with them we may be Partakers 
of thy heavenly Kingdom. Grant this, O Fa- 
ther, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, our only Mediator 


— 


Alfter this follows an Exhortation, particularly relating 
to the Partaking of the Lord's Supper, In this, the Mi- 
viſter who officiates earneſtly recommends to choſe who 
are then preſent, the Confederation of the Nature and End 
of what they are going to perform, in theſe Words: 
1 EARLY Beloved in the Lord. Ye that 
mind to come to the Holy Communion 
of the Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt, 
mult. conſider how St. Paul exhortcth all Per- 
ſons diligently to try and examine them- 

1 F Sy | elves 
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ſelves before they preſume to eat of that Bread, 
and drink of that Cup. For as the Benefit 
is great, if with a true penitent Heart and lively 
Faith we receive that holy Sacrament (for then 
we ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and drink 
his Blood; then we dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt 
in us; we are one with Chriſt, and Chriſt with 
us); fo is the Danger great, if we receive the 
ſame unworthily. For then we are guilty of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt our Saviour; we 
eat and drink our own Damnation, 
not conſidering the Lord's Body; 
we kindle God's Wrath againſt us; we provoke 
him to plague us with diverſe Diſeaſes, and 
ſundry Kinds of Death. Judge therefore your- 
ſelves, Brethren, that ye be not-judged of the 
LordJ repent ye truly for your Sins paſt ; have 
a lively and ſtedfaſt Faith: in Chriſt our Sa- 
viour: Amend your Lives, and be in perfect 
Charity with all Men; fo ſhall ye be meet Par- 
takers of thoſe holy Myſteries. And above all 
Things, ye muſt. give moſt humble and hearty 
Fr 1 Thanks to God the Father, the Son, 
IVy Father, for 5 and the Hoh Ghoſt, far the Redemption 
Redemption of of the World by the Death and Paſſion 
os 2 by of our Saviour Chriſt, both God and 
* 2 K Man; who did humble himſelf even 
beloved Son our to the Death upon the Croſs, for us 
Saviour Jeſus miſc rable Sinners, who lay in Dark- 
SOOT. neſs and the Shadow of Death; that. 
he might make us the Children of-God. and exalt 
us to everlaſting Life, And to the End that we 
thould alway remember the exceeding grꝰat Love 
of our Maſter and only Saviour PE Chriſt, 
thus dying for us, and the innumerable Bene- 
Ats which by his precious Blood-ſhedding = 


\ 


Condemnation 
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bath obtained to us; he hath inſtituted" and 
ordained holy Myſteries, as Pledges of his 
Love, and for a. coniinual Remembrance of 
his Death, to our great and endleſs Comfort. 
5 To him, therefore, with the Father A 

. and the Holy G 17 let us give (as ch 9 wy him, 
. we are moſt bounden) continual the Aſſiſtance of 
Thanks; ſubmitting. ourſelves his Holy Spirit, 
wholly to his holy Will and d ng (aswe 


| are moſt boun- 
Pleaſure, and ſtudying to ſerve den) continual 


him in true Holineſs and Righ- Tha to our 
teouſneſs all the Le of our therg Fa- 
Life. Amen. | | 


. Which Exhortation may * thus underſtood, or thus 
expreſſed | in other Words: — You that now remain in 
the Church, with a Deſign of partaking of that Bread 
and Wine which are appointed to be | Memorials. of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, muſt conſider that St. 
Paul exhorts Chriſtians to examine and approve them- 
ſelves to their own Conſcicnces is ſincerely and ef- 
fectually, as to aſſure themſelves that they come to this 
138 "Holy Rite with Diſpoſitions agreeable to the Nature 
and End of its Inſtitution. And the Reaſon why we 
Fh ſhould. examine ourſelves: to this Purpoſe, is, that 
we may aſſure ourſelves we pariake of this Rite in 
ſuch a Manner as that it may be to our Advantage, 
and not to our Hurt. For, on the one Hand, if we 
come to it with ſuch. Diſpoſitions of Mind as become 
Chriſtians, and are agreeable to this [»/fitution ; parti- 
cularly, with a due Senſe of our piſt Sins, and a Re- 
ſolution of behaving ourſelves as Chrif*s Diſcig ler; and 
with a true Faith (or Belt) in hun, as ſeat into 
| | Ve) the- 


=. 


187 
World by God, without which we cannot remem- 
er him at his Table as our Lord and Maſter 5 we 
ſhall then with theſe Diſpoſitions of Mind come to 
good Purpoſe, By our Faith and fincere accepting 
him as our Maſter, we ſhall come up to the full 
Meaning of that Expreſſion in the Goſpel, in which 
his Followers were called upon to eat his Fleſh 4 
drink his. Blood; in a ſpiritual, or - religious Senſe, 
embracing his DoArine as the Food and Life of our 
Souls. We ſhall then be ſo acceptable to Chriſt, that 
we may be faid (by a ſtrong Figure of Speech) to 
* dwell in him, and he in #53 to be one with Chriſt, 
and Chriſt with us; that is, that Chriſt and we, to all 
the-Intents and Purpoſes of true Religion, ſhall be in 
perfect Friendſhip and Union together; we partakiftg 
of the good Spirit of his Gy/pel, and he receiving us as 
bis true Diſciples and Followers. On the other Hand, 
if we partake of the Lord's Supper anwworthily ; (fee 
this further explained, P. xviii. and xzii.) or with D 
poſitions contrary to the Nature of it, and in a Manner 
«unworthy of it, or- unſuitable and eontradlictory to the 
End of it; we then ſhall come under the Cenſure of 
St. Paul: We ſhall eat and drink our own Condem- 
nation, or Judgment againſt ourſclves. Upon theſe 
Accounts, The Exhortation goes on to engage the 
Perſons prefent, row to judge themſelves ſo, as to 
yepent ot all their Sins; to come to the Lord's Table 

with a ſtedfaſt Faith in Chrift, now to be remem- 
bered ; and to receive in their Hearts the real Senti- 
ments of perfect Charity towards all Men; and the 

heartieſt Thankfulneſs o Gop : aſſuring them, that 
vich this Ten and theſe ne of Mind, 
they 
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they will be meet Partaters (that 18, , will partaks 
_ werthily) of theſe holy My/teries. * | 

After this Exhortation, the People are ſolemnly called | 
upon to make 2 general Conſeſſion of their Sins; and 
that Confofon is followed by a very expreſſive Prayer of 
the Minifter officiating; formed upon the Suppoſition of 
hearty Repentance and true Faith in the Communicants ; 
and petitioning for their Pardon, their Increaſe of all 
Goodneſs, ard their everlaſting Happineſs. 


Y-; that do truly and earneſtly repent you of 
1 your Sins, and are in Love and Charity 
with your Neighbours, and intend to lead a 
new Life, following the Commandments. af 
God, and walking from henceforth in his holy 
Ways ; ; Draw near with Faith, and take this: 
holy Sacrament to your Comfort; and make 
your humble Confeflion to Almighty GO 
ek kneeling upon your | Knees, 


LMIGHTY God, | Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all Things, Judge 

of all Men; z We acknowledge and bewail our 
manifold 


*The Bread and Wine to ** eaten and drunk in a Religious 
Remembrance of Chriſt, are here called Myſteries:: Not in the 
common Senſe of the Word Myſtery, as it has been underſtood to 
| fignify either a Thivg incomprehenſible to our Underſtanding, 

or a Matter till hidden from us; for we cannot be ſaid to be 
meet Partazers of a Myſtery, in this Senſe of the Word. But 
the Bread and Wine are called Myſteries here, ſeemingly, be- 
cauſe they Myſtically (that is, covertly, or figuratively) repre- 8 
ſent to us the Body and Bloc of Chriſt — two Things very 
different from this Bread and Mine, which are the Memariels. 
ef them, 


TOY 


manifold; Sins and Wickedneſs, .which we from 
Time to Time moſt: grievouſly have committed, 
by Thought, Word, and Deed, againſt thy 
Divine. Majeny, provoking moſt juſtly thy 
.Wrath' and Indignation againſt us. We do 
earneſtly repent, and are heartily forry for 
theſe our Miſdoings; The Remembrance of 
them is grievous; unto us; The Burden of them 
is intolerable. Have Mercy upon us, Have Mer- 
cy upon us, moſt merciful Father; For thy 
Son our Lord jeſus Chriſt's Sake, forgive us all 

that is paſt; And grant that we may ever here- 
after ſerve and pleaſe thee in Newnels of Liſe, to 
the Honour and Glory of thy Name, through 


The MINISTER. 

| A LMIGHTY God our heavenly Father, 

who of his. great Mercy hath ' promiſed 
| Forgiveneſs of Sins to all 'them that with hearty 
Repentance and true Faith turn unto him; 
Have Mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your Sins, confirm and ſtrengthen you 
in all Goodneſs, and bring you to everlaſting 
Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


A few plain Texts of the New Teſtament are then 
read by the Miniſter, relating to the Love of Go, 
and his mereiful Diſpenſation towards us, through his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt; very properly preparing the Way 
to the Hymn of Praiſe and Thankſgiving which fol- 
10 as them. In all theſe, every Perſon preſent ought to 

think himſelf concerned; and to attend to them with 
| the Serioumeſs of a truly Chriſtian Mind. 
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Hear what Confortable Words our Saviour 
"Chriſt faith unto all that ily turn to him: I 


OME unto me, all ye that travail, gd 

are heavy laden, and I will refreſh you, 
8. Matth. xi. 28. 

$0 God loved the World, that he gave bis 

ö only begotten, Son, to the End that all that be- 

lieve in him ſhould not petiſn, but have ever - 

laſting Life. S. Jobs iii. 16. 


Hear alſo what 8. paul ſaith: 


This i is a true Saying, and worthy of all Men” 
to be received, That Chriſt Jeſus came into 
the World to fave Sinners. 1 Tim. i. 1 * 


Hear alſo what 8. John faith : 


If any Man fin, we have. an Advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and he 


is the Propitiation for our Sins. 1 8. John 
He I, 2. | | 


The e „ 


Lift up your Hearts. 


Hnſw. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Min. Let us give Thanks unto our Lord God, 
OM It 1s meet and right ſo to do. 


Then ſhall the Miniſter ſay : 


TT is very mieet, right, and our bounden Duty, 

that we ſhould at al Times, and in all Places, 
give Thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy F ather, 
Almighty, Everlaſting God, 


q Here 


d . 


Here ſhall follow the proper 8 ER Po 
the Time, if there be any eſpecially appointed; or 
elſe im Rediatel, ſhall follow : 


H E REFORE with Abate and Arch- 
angels, and with all the Company of 
Heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious . 
Name; evermore praiſing thee, and ſay ing, 5 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven 
and Earth are full of thy Glory. Glory be to 
2 O Lord moſt High. Amen. 
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q Upon Chri mas- day, and | [even Days after. £ 


ECAUSE thou didſt give Jeſus Chriſt thine 
only Son to be oy as at this I qo us; - 1 
4 ', tho by the Operation of the Holy * 
Ela ns by the Gh, was 2 very 1 of the 5 
Holy Ghoſt, was Subſtance of the Virgin Mary his 

made Man, Mother; and that without Spot 
of Sin, to make us clean from all Sin. There- 
fore with Angels, Se. 


9 Upon E ofer-Day, and ſeven Days after. 


2 chiefly are we bound to praiſe thee 

for the glorious Reſurrection of thy Son 

Jeſus Chriſt vg Lord : For he is the very Paſ- 

chal Lamb which was offered for us, and hath 
taken away the Sin of the World; wno by 
his Death hath deſtroyed Death, and by his 

| Rifing to Life again hath reſtored to us ever- 

laſting — Therefore with Angels, « { 


q T £200 


n 
F Upon Aſeenſun- y, and ſeven Days after. 


YHROUGH thy moſt dearly beloved Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; who after his 
moſt glorious Reſurrection manifeſtly appeared 
to all his Apoſtles, and in their Sight aſcended 
up into Heaven to prepare a Place for us; that 
where he is, thither we might alſo aſcend, and 
reign with him in Glory, Therefore with. 
Angels, c. I © oh 


q Upon Whitſunday, and fix Days after. 
HROUGH Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: Ac- 
| cording to whoſe moſt true Promiſe, the 
Holy Ghoſt came down as at this Time from 
Heaven with a ſudden great Sound, as it had 
been a mighty Wind, in the Likeneſs of fie 
Tongues, lighting upon the Apoſtles to teach Þ} 
them, and to lead them to all Truth; giving 1 
them both the Gift of divers Languages, and 
alſo Boldneſs with fervent Zeal, conſtantly to 
preach the Goſpel unto all Nations; whereby 
we have been brought out of Darkneſs and Error 
into the clear Light, and true Knowledge of 
Thee, and of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore 
with Angels, &c. 1 + 6-45 


be. 


I. pen the Feaft of Trinity on. 

A O art one God, one Lord; not one only 

Perſon, but three Perſons in one Subſlauce. 

For that which we believe of the Glory of the 

Father, the ſame we believe of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, without 2 Difference or Inequality, 

Therefore with Angels, ( » ah Y 
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The following Prayer is t hen put up; in which all 
the Congregation acknowledge themſelves, unworthy of 


Gov's Favour, and profeſs their Dependance upon his 


great Mercy for their Acceptance. 


7 E do not pre ſume to come to this thy 
VV Table, O merciful Lord, truſting in 


our own Righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold. 
and great Mercies. We are not worthy ſo 


much as to gather up the Crumbs under thy 


Table; But thou art the ſame Lord, whole 


Property is always to have Mercy : Grant- us, 
therefore, gracious Lord, ſo to eat the Fleſh 
of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to drink 
his Blood, that our ſinful Bodies may be made 
clean by his Body, and our Souls waſhed 


through his moſt precious Blood, and that we 


may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. | 


The concluding Part of this Prayer is expreſſed in 
the figurative Manner. In plain Words the Meaning 


is this: — Grant that we, though unworthy, in our- 
& ſelves, of thy favourable Acceptance, may eat this 
& Bread, and driuk this Vine, which are now to be 


& taken in Remembrance of the Fliſb (or rather Body) 


_« and Blood of Chriſt, ſo worthily; in a Manner 


| & ſo /uitable to the End and Nature of the Iuſtitution; 
« that we may be acceptable to Thee in it ; that our 


_ & religious Aitendance upon this Rite, as Chriſtians 


« ſincerely believing the Goſpel, may prove one Mean 


& of our anſwering the great End of our Bleſſed Lord's 
« living and dying for our Benefit; the being purified 


«© both 


y — 


-T W-1 

ee both in Soul and Body; and may help to lead us 
« to a State of Holineſs, by which alone we can hope 
« to be in Union and Friendſhip with Chriſt!“ 

It may here be further noted, that our Bodies are 
made clean by Chrifl's Body, and our Souls waſhed 
through his moſt precious Blood, — by our being in- 
fluenced by his Doctrine (ſealed with his Death) to 


ohey all God's Laws. And our Eating and Drinking 


in Remembrance of his Body and Blood, tend to procure 
vs this Cleanne/s and Waſhing, (that is all that is meant 
by theſe ficurative Words) by being done in Remem- 
brance of that Maſter, whoſe Keligion was deſigned, in 


the whole Tenor of it, to engage us to cleanſe ourſeldes 


from all Filthine/s of the Flh and Spirit, by fperfeaing 
Holineſs in the Fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1. 


| The Prayer called the Prayer of Confecration, © 


5 L MIGHTY God our heavenly Father, 


who of thy tender Mercy didſt give thine 


_- only Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer Death upon 
the Croſs for our Redemption; Who made there 


(by bis one Oblation of himſelf once offered) 
a ful}, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation 
and Satisfaction for the Sins of the - ,, 
whole World; and did inſtitute; onement. 


and in his holy Goſpel command us to continue 


a perpetual Memory of that his precious Death 
until his coming again ; Hear us, O merciful 
Father, we moſt humbly beſeech thee ; ' and 


grant that we receiving thefe thy Creatures of 


Bread and Wine, according to thy Son our S4- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, in Remeny- 
brance of his Death and Paſſion, may be Par- 
CRT „„ takers 
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Who in the 


(3) Here the Prieft 


7s to take the patten 
into bis Hands; 


| (b) And here to 


break the Bread, 


(e) And bere to lay i 
bis Hand upon «ll. 


the Bread. 
(d) Here be is to 


zake the Cup into 


Sis Hand, 


15 And bere to lay 


is Hand upon every 
Veſſel (be it Chalice 


or Flagon ) in bich 
there i any Wine 


to be conſecrated . 


L a0 FI 
takers of his moſt Bleſſed Body and Blood: 


fame Night. that he was betrayed 
(a) took. Bread ; and when he. 


had given Thanks, (b) he brake 


it; and gave it to his Diſciples, 

ſaying, F 

Body which is given for you, Do 

this in Remembrance of me. Like- 
wiſe after Supper (4) he took the 
Cup; and when he had 

Thanks, he gave it to them, ſay- 


ake, eat, (c) this is my 


given 


ing, Drink ye all of this, for this 
(e) is my Blood of the New Teſta- 
ment, which is ſhed for you and 
for many fox the Remiſſion of Sins: 
Do this, as oft as ye ſhall drink it, 
in Remembrance of me. Amen. 


This Prayer is fo framed, that the Congregation is: 


| ſuppoſed to join in the one only Petition in it, which, 
| Is manifeſtly formed upon the original Deſign of this 


Holy I»/titution ; and very properly placed here, juſt 
defore the Acts of receiving the Bread and Wine. In 
this Prayer all the Communicants are taught to ſay, 
Hear us, O merciful Fatber, We moſt humbly: beſeech. 
Thee, and grant that We receiving theſe thy Creatures 
of Bread and Wine, according to thy Son our Saviour 


| Jus Chrifs Holy 7 nflitution, in Remembrance of bi 4. 


Death and Paſſion, may be Partakers of his moſt blifſed 
Body and Blood. In which. is plainly implied this 
Doctrine: That to eat this Bread and drink his. Wine 


as becomes Chriſtians, in /a Religious. Remembrance. 


of Chriſt's Death, is truly and ſufficiently, to anſwer 


the End of the Z/titation: And alſo, that it may 


therefore: 


(19 ] 
therefore be made a juſt Ground of praying to God 


as we do here, viz. That thus partaking of them in 
Obedience to our Maſter, (not as of Bread and Wink 


for the common Purpoſes of Life, but as now deſigned 
for the Remembrance of our Lord's Body and Blood) 


we may, by the ſincere Performance of this Part of our 


Chriſtian Duty, be led to the Practice of that univerſal 
Righteouſneſs to which Chriſtianity ſtrictly obliges us; 


and by theſe Means be prepared and qualified to partate 
of all the Benefits of Chriſt's Body broken and Blood 
ſhed, now to be remembered by us. 


If there be any Time between this Prayer and your 
own receiving the Bread and Vine, nothing can be 
more agteeable to the Nature and End of th's Rite, 
| than to employ it in ſome ſuch Thoughts as theſe : | 


&« J have now examined my own Heart, and can 
& ſincerely ſay, that I come to the Lord's Supper with; a 
t ſerious Deſign of remembering Jeſus' Chtiſt's Desth, 
“e as his Diſeiple; truly believing him to have been fent 
ec into the World by God; renouneing every Thing 
« condemned in his Goſpel ; expecting Pardon and Fa- 


« your from God upon the Terms of his Goſpel only 


% (Repentance and Amendment of Life) ; thankful for 


« all the Mercies of God, particularly for his Love in 5 


| „ redeeming us by his Son from all Iniquity; and know- 

« ing myſelf in perfect Charity with all Men, and full 
« of univerſal Goodwill towards them: And therefore 
I ought not to doubt of being accepted by God, in 
* this fincere Deſign of thus remembering the Death of 
„ his Son, in the Way appointed by himſelf,” 
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Fhe Miniſter, after having received the Bread and 
Wine himſelf, delivers them ſeparately to the Commu- 
h each Time offering up theſe Prayers. 


| When he delivers the Bread, he ofereth up this 
Prayer : 3 


: HE Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 

> © was. given for thee, preſerve thy Body 

and Sou] unto everlaſting Life. Take and eat 

this in Remembrance that Chriſt died for thee,, 

and feed on him in thy Heart by Faith with 
Thankſgiving. 


| To theſe Words attend with an undiſturbed and ſin- 
cere Application of Mind; and you will unavoidably 
wake it your own AQ, and ſay within yourſelf: 


% I eat this Bread for that Purpoſe only for which it 
& ig deſigned; in a religious Remembrance of Chriſt's 
% Body broken; and of that Death of his, which by 
44 this. Action nein are required to ſhew forth till. 
«« his coming again. 


When the Minifter delivers the IWine, he offers up: 
the followin g Prayer: : 


L PHE Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which. 
as ſhed for thee, preſerve thy Body and. 
Soul unto.everlaſting Life. Drink this in Re- 


membrance that * Blood was ſhed for thee, 
and be thankful. 


At the taking of the Cup, you may kay withia your- 
ſelf: I drink this Fine in a ſerious and thankful 
6. Remembrance of Chriſt's Blood, which was ſhed: 


135 of 


| | f 19 . 


* for me and for many, for the Remiſſion of Sins; that 
& Blood. which he freely ſhed as a Seal to the New 
& Covenant.;. in which he promiſed, in the Name 
« of Gop, Forgiveneſs and Favour upon our actual 
4 Amendment, and ſincere Obedience to his Laws *. 


- Aﬀeer you have hu received. the Bread and Wine; 
if you have Time, whilſt other Perſons are commu- 
nicating, ſome: ſuch Words as theſe following will be 
proper Expreſſions of ſuch- Thoughts as this Holy Rite 
naturally. leads us to: © I have now, O God, in Obe- 
& dience to the Will of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, par- 
< _ of Bread and. Vine in that Manner in which 
„ Chriſtians 


* This i. is chat perſonal Appropriation of the Bread and Wine 
to the ſerious and religious Remembrance of the Body and 
Blood of Chrift, which alone can make this Rite of any Be- 
nefit to a Believer, by making it acceptable to God, It is, 
if I may uſe the Word, a Sort of Conſecration of them, which: 
is the Duty of every Communicant himſelf ; and without. 
which all. other Conſecrations that have gone before, will do. 
him no Service at. all, It is he alone who muſt, by his own 
inward Thought, and Application of his Mind to the Remem- 
brance of Chriſt, make this Bread and this Wine different to 
himſelf from Bread and Wine taken at a common Meal, Here 
therefore lies your great Concern at this Time; nor can there: 
be any Failure in this, if your Belief in Chrift be ſincere, and 
your Attention fixed to what you are doing. And be aſſured, 
that having thus partaken of this Bread and Wine with a 
ferious Remembrance of Chriſt's Death, and as his Diſciple, you 
have partaken of the Lord's Supper agreeably to the Defign of 
the Inſtitution ; and cannot therefore be in the Number of thoſe 
who may juſtly be ſaid to eat or drink uxnwoRTHILY, not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body and Blood; or have the leaſt Cauſe 
to fear any of thoſe Threatenings of St, Pav', which belong 
anly to ſuch as do ſo, 


[ 20 J 

1e Chriſtians are required religiouſly to commemorate 
« his Death and Paſſion. By this ſolemn Act of my 
«© own, in this Aſſembly, and in the Company of my 
« FeJhw-Chriftians, I have voluntarily profeſſed my- 
« ſelf his Diſciple: And by this I have acknow- 
4% ledged my ſtrict Obligation to perform thy whole 
% Will made known to us by him. I am truly fer- 
e ſible of thy Love to Mankind in ſending thy Son 
into the World, to enliven and ſtrengthen by his 
&« excellent Doctrine, and by his Holy Example, our 
& ſincere Endeayours to know and practiſe thy Com- 
“ mandments, I offer up my fincereſt Thanks for all 
4 that he did and ſuffered for us; and praiſe Thee for 
„ all the Benefits deſigned and promiſed to us from his 
„Life, his Death, and his Reſurrection from the 
& Dead, by which he was truly demonſtrated to be 
« thy Son. I am ſenſible, I have not lived as becomes 
« the Diſeiple of ſuch a Maſter: And I have learned 
from the Holineſs of thy Nature, and thy Son's 
« expreſs Declarations in his Goſpel, not to expe& 
either Pardon through him, or any Benefit from 
« him, but upon "he Terms propoſed in his Goſpel 
« the utter forſaking all Sin and Immorality, and the 
„actual Amendment and Reformation of what is truly 
te blame-werthy in my Temper, or my Behaviour. 1 
& can expect no Favour as his Diſciple, but upon his 
« Conditions: And theſe I will every Day more and 
& more endeavour to come up to. I have here pro- 
& feſſed my Communion with Chriſt, as Head of thy 
« Church; and with every Chriſtian throughout the 
& World, as a Joint-member of the ſame Body of which 

« he 


[2 1 


« he is the Rad: And I now pray to Thee for the 


ec true Happineſs of them all. Accept this ſincere 
© Profeſſion of my Faith in Thee, the only true God; 
* and in Jeſas Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent, Receive 


* my Praiſes and Thankſgivings; my Prayers for 


« Myſelf, and. Intereeſſions for the whole World.. Let 


« this Attendance, which proceeds. from my Deſire of — 
« fulfilling thy whole Will, be acceptable to. Thee: 


& And let the Conſideration of thy Mercy, propoſed 
© tothe World by 7% Chrift, move me to ſo conſlant 
“and uniform an Obedience, as may entitle me to all 


* the Benefits promiſed to his fincere Followers by 


c Him whole Death I have now commemorated. In 
4. his Name, and as his Diſciple, I implore thy Par- 


« don, and intreat thy Favour. Lead me, O Lord, by 
« the Guidance of thy good Providence, far from the 


Paths of Sin, into ſuch a State as may beſt ſecure 
and improve my Virtue, Direct and aſſiſt me in all 
% my. Endeavours, by all ſuch Methods as are proper 
to move and aſſiſt thy free and reaſonable Creatures; 
* and ſo, at length, conduct me ſafe through a World 
« of Trials and Temptations, to the Poſſeſſion of that 
% Extraordinary Happineſs, which Thou haſt prepared: 
« for thoſe who truly love Thee, and fincerely obey 
Thee, through thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, our Bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour “.“ 


When 


* If there be any more Time before all have communicated, 


it may be uſefully employed. in conſidering the original Inftitu- 


tion, Deſign, and Advantages of this Religious A as they a are.” 
plainly let forth in the Introduction. 
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When all Perſons preſent have received the Bread 
and Vine, they are again to Join in the public Office, 

which begins with the Lord's Prayer: 
UR Father, which art in Heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy Name; Thy Kingdom 
come; Thy Will be done on Earth, as it is 
in Heaven: Give us this Day our daily Bread; 
And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againft us; And lead 
us not into Temptation; But deliver us from 
Evil : For thine is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. CC 1 Pl 


5 After which the following Prayer is alſo offere d to 
Almighty God, by the Miniſter and People jointly * 


„ 4 A Lord and heavenly. Fa- 
| hires Ser- ther, we thy humble Ser- 
. at- wants entirely deſire thy father- 
Ivy Goodneſs mercifully to ac- 
cept this our Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving; moſt humbly beſecching thee to grant, 
that by the Merits and Death of thy Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and through Faith in his Blood, we 
and all thy whole Church may obtain Remiſ- 
ſion of our Sins, and all other Benefits of his 
. Paſſion. And here we offer and preſent unto 
| thee, O Lord, Ourſelves, ofir Souls and Bo- 
dies, to be a reaſonable, holy and lively Sacri- 
fice unto Thee; humbly beſeeching thee, that 
all we who are Partakers of this holy Commu- 
. nion, may be fuifiled with th 
8 Grace od | RT's Benediction; 
And although we be unworthy, through our 
manifold 
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- manifold Sins, to offer unto Thee any Sacrifice; 
vet we beſeech Thee to accept this our bounden 
Duty and Service; not weighing our Merits, 
but pardoning our Offences, through Jeſus 
Chrilt our Lord ; by whom, and with whom, 


in the Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Through the + 
all Honour and Glory be unto Gpidance af the 


Thee, O Father Almighty, W bonicels Holy Spirit 
without End. Amen. 


The Sacrifices which alone are here mentioned, are 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; and the Sa- 
 crifice of Ourſelves, as offered and devoted to the Ser- 
vice ef God in a Life of Holineſs becoming Chriſtiane, 
now ſolemnly profeſſing themſelves ſuch ; Beth of theſe 
called Sacrifices in a figurative Senſe; and both offered 
by the whole Congregation, The two Petitions here 
made are very proper after this Solemnity. The one is, 
Not only that ave,” who have now partaken of it, but 
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that the whole Body of thoſe who profeſs themſelves _ 


Chriſtians, may, by the Love of God ſhewn forth to the 
World in Chrift Jeſus, and through him, be accepted in 
their ſincere and conſtant Endeavours to do his Will, 

notwithſtanding their Imperfections, in ſuch a Manner 
as to obtain Forgiveneſs of all their paſt and forſaken 
Sins, and all other Benefits which the Death aud Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt lead his Followers to, or procure for 


them. The other Petition is, That all we, who have in 


Obedience to our Lord's Command now partaken of 25 
Supper in a Religious Remembrance of him, may be ac- 
ceptable to God, ſo as to be filled with his Favour; and 
to be guided, aſſiſted, and bleſſed by him in our Chriſtian | 
Courſe through this World to a better, 

E heſe 
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' Theſe Things are not ſpoken of as ſealed to us, 
or procured for us, by this fingle Action of partaking 
worthily of the Lord's Supper; but it is here pro- 
perly made the Prayer of every Chriſtian, that he 
may in other Parts of his Conduct, as well as his, be 
2 Chriſtian indeed; and ſo be entitled to the Bleſſing 
and Merey of God, in their full Extent, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. If we hope for Remiſſion of Sins through 
Chriſt, it muſt be upon 4is Terms only; and therefore 
we ought to expreſs (as we do in the former of theſe 
Petitions) our earneſt Deſire that nothing may on our 
Part hinder our receiving ſo great a Good: A Good 
not to be attained by doing one Part of our Lord's 
Will, but the hole. So likewiſe, the latter of theſe 
Petitions does not ſuppoſe that the very Partaking of 
this Holy Communion has already filled us with Grace 
and God's, heavenly Benediction; but is framed to ex- 
preſs the Deſire of a Chriſtian Mind, that awe who 
have done zhis Part of our Duty, may be ſtill farther 
favoured, directed, aſſi ſted, and bleſſed in the Perform- 
ance of all our Duty, and in the obtaining the Happi- 
neſs promiſed, not to the Performance of this Part of his 
Will alone, but to the regular and honeſt Performance 
of the Whole. And theſe Points ought to be kept diſ- 
tint; that the Senſe of what is neceſſary to Salva- 


tion may be preſerved, in its s full Force, upon me -- 
Iren of Chriſtians “. | . 


Then 


4 


% There i is another Form of T bankſgiving and Prayer allowed 
to be uſed upon this Occaſion, but which is very ſeldom read, 


and is here omitted to prevent an unneceſſary Increaſe of the 
Siee of this little Volume. 
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lowing : 


GE ORY be to God on High, 
and in Earth Peace, Good 
Will towards Men. We praiſe 


thee, we bleſs thee, we worſhip 


thee, we glorify thee, we give 
T hanks to thee {” thy great Glory, 
O Lord God, 
the Father Almighty. 
0 Lord, the only- begotten Son 
Feſus Chriſt; O Lord God, Lamb 
% God, Son of the Father, that 
takeſs away the Sins of the 


World, have Mercy upon us. Thou 


that takeſt away the Sins of the 
 Wirld, have Mercy upon us. Thou 
that takeſt away the Sins of the 
World, receive our Prayer. Thou 
that fitteſt at the Right Hand 
of God the Father, have Mercy 


upon US, 


Fur thou only art holy, thou only 


art the Lord, thou only, O Chriſt, 
with the Hely Ghoſt, art maſi High 
in the Glory of Gad the Father, 
Amen. 


eavenly King, God 


| Then is appointed to be ſaid or ſung the. fol-- 


Glory be to God 
on High, and on: 


Earth Peace, Good 
Will towards Men, 


We praiſe thee, we 


bleſs thee, we wor- 


ſhip thee, we glori- | 
fy thee, we give 
Thanks to thee: 


for the manifold 


Manifeſtations of 
thy great Glory, 
O Lord God, hea- 
venly King, God 
the Father Al- 
mighty. We bleſs 

thee for ſending thy 
only begotten Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, to be the true: 
Lamb that taketh. 
away the Sins of 
the World, We 
bleſs thee for exalt- 
ing him. to thy: 
right Handin Heae. 
ven, there to in- 
tercede for us until. 
his ſecond Coming. 
We bleſs thee for 
the Hope of eter- 
nal Life, and for 
all the Gifts and 


Graces of thy Holy Spirit, which thou haſt given us in our Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt, For thou only art holy, thou only art the 


Lord; thou only by thy Word and Spirit haſt made and doſt 
govern all Things, now and ever. Wherefore let every Creature 
Which is in Heaven and on Fartn fay, Bleſſing, and Honour, and 
Glory, and Poxwer, be unto bim that ſittetb upon the Throne, and 


2 our Lord Jeſus Chrift the Lamb of God, for ever and ever. 
mn, 7 | 


K 


1 5 


5 The Minifter 1s then directed to let the People de- 
part with this Beling, — after having read one or more 
0 the Callefts ſubjoined. 


H E Peace of God, which 
Seeg 2 th all 954% nding, keep 
8 your Heart _ 7 * — 
e. Knowledge ove of God, an 
— er of his ; Jeſus Chri 1 our Lord: 
the Holy Ghoſt, Aud the Bleſſing of God Almighty, 
MS the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
7 * be among Jou, and remain 


COLLECTS. 
| Ass IST us mercifully, O Look in theſe 


our Supplications and Prayers, and diſ- 
| poſe the Way of thy Servants towards the At- 
tainment of everlaſting Salvation; that amor 
all the Changes and Chances of 
this mortal Life, they may ever 
be defended by thy moſt gracious and ready Help, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Accidents, 


ALMIGHTY 3 and everlaſting 
God, vouchiafe, we beſeech thee, to 
direct, fanctify, and govern both our Hearts 
and Bodies in the Ways of thy Laws, and 
in the Works of thy Commandments; that 
through thy molt mighty Protection, both 
here and ever, we may be preſerved in Body | 


„ bs 


nd Soul, through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
_ 4 „ #3 | {'1 
G T, we beſeech Thee, Almighty 
God, that the Words which we have 
heard this Day with our outward Ears, may 
through thy Grace be ſo grafted inwardly in 
our Hearts, that. they may bring forth in us 
the Fruit of good Living, to the Honour and 
Praiſe of thy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our” 
Lord. Amen. e 


* 


REVENT us, O Lord, in all our Do- 

ings with thy moſt gracious Favour, and 
further us with thy continual Help, that in 
all our Works begun, continued, and ended in 
thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally 
by thy Mercy obtain everlaſting Life, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | | 


LMIGHTY. God, the Fountain of all 
Wiſdom, who knoweſt our Neceſſities 
before we aſk, and our Ignorance in aſking, 
we beſeech thee to have Compaſſion upon our 
Infirmities; and thoſe Things which for our 
Unworthineſs we dare not, and ; 
for our Blindneſs we cannot aſk, 2 22 
| „ or 
vouchſafe to give us, for the 


Worthineſs of thy Son Jcſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 3 


ALMIGHTY 


cifully to incline thine Ears to us that have 
made now our Prayers and Supplications un- 
to Thee, and grant that thoſe Things which a 
we have faithfully aſked according to thy P 
Will, may effectually be obtained, to the . 
Relief of our Neceſſity, and to the ſetting | 
forth of thy Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
e 
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